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29th Anniversary Special Edition
The African American Voice -- A
Journey Through Adversity
African American Voice hosted Juneteenth for 25 years in El Paso County. The event
also recognized outstanding African Americans and supporters of the Black
community.
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity recognized Dr. James Tucker and the African American
Voice with the Colorado Media Award at the Western Region Convention in Denver,
Colorado, for outstanding leadership, advocacy, and community service. This is one
of the many awards and recognitions Dr. Tucker received.
The newspaper publish articles and expose Civil Rights violators. Corporations,
organizations, and businesses that receive federal funds deliberately ignore
the hard-won Civil Rights laws championed by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Government agencies refuse to protect the civil rights of African Americans. Few
institutions comply with the legal mandate to advertise with the Black Press
according to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. It is the federal government's
responsibility to enforce these laws and regulations; however, the government
ignores and refuses to implement the Civil Rights laws.
In 2019, Colorado College published a documentary on the history of Black newspapers in Colorado Springs, which the Voice was one of the featured
papers. Dr. Tucker was interviewed for the video while he was visiting in Chennai, India. The documentary chronicled one of the last successful cases
that he worked on while living in Colorado Springs. The video documentary is on file at the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum.

Click on the above image to view the video documentary
We distributed 10,000 free newspapers monthly in Colorado Springs and also along the front range. The Voice also donated free ads for businesses and
organizations.
The African American Voice has published magazines that included Black organizations, historical attractions, famous people, church directory, and
annual events.
The Colorado Springs police chief banned the African American Voice from the lobby of the police headquarters. The Publisher was told that
newspapers and other publications were not allowed in the lobby. Later the Publisher observed that there were indeed other publications in their lobby
after being told the African American Voice was not allowed.
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The Colorado Springs Department of Veterans Affairs Clinic banned the African American Voice from their facilities. The Publisher was called out of an
appointment and told that he would be arrested if he continued to distribute papers at their facility. Other publications were not banned. The
Publisher, a decorated war veteran, had permission from the Regional VA Office to circulate the papers at the VA medical facilities in Colorado Springs,
Denver, and Pueblo.
After more than 20 years of distributing the African American Voice at Fort Carson, the newspaper was banned. The Publisher had written permission
to distribute the paper on the post. The American Civil Liberty Union investigated the case and confirmed the newspaper rights were violated.
The ACLU attorneys refused to take action but encouraged the Publisher to find an attorney to file a lawsuit against Fort Carson.
Many other facilities banned the African American Voice in Colorado Springs, Pueblo, and Denver.
In June 2016, the African American Voice printed its last hard copy. In doing so, it became the longest-running Black monthly newspaper published in
Southern Colorado and the most significant Black monthly newspaper serving Colorado Springs, Denver, and Pueblo.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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About the Publisher—Dr. James Tucker
James Tucker was born in New Madrid, Missouri on May 6, 1951. Tucker began
his crusade for justice and equality while earning an undergraduate degree in
History and Political Science from Rust College in Holly Springs, Mississippi.
Upon graduation, he enlisted in the Army and served three years on active
duty at Fort Carson, Colorado. He also served 17 years in the Colorado Army
National Guard. In 1985 Tucker received a Master’s degree in Counseling and
Student Development from Tuskegee University in Tuskegee, Alabama.
In 1991, Tucker served during the Gulf War as a legal specialist with
the 217th Medical Battalion. While serving in Iraq, Tucker drafted the first
issue of the African American Voice newspaper and published the first edition
on June 19, 1991. Tucker also organized the first official Juneteenth
commemoration on June 19, 1991, in Colorado Springs, Colorado. In 1995,
Tucker retired from the Colorado Army National Guard.
He is a decorated war veteran who received a Bronze Star. He taught social
studies at Harrison High School for 24 years, retiring in 2001.
In 2007, Tucker received an Honorary Doctor of Management Degree from
Colorado Technical University. While tracing his ancestral roots in Cameron
on the Continent of Africa, he received the Honorary Degree of the Lamidat of
Garoua in 2012. Then in 2013, the Denver Institute of Urban Studies and Adult
College presented Dr. James Tucker with an Honorary Doctorate of Philosophy
Degree.
Dr. James Tucker is married to Minister Beverly Pegues-Tucker and are proud parents of LaTonya and Undray who has autism.

Did you know?
In Africa, Chinese and Europeans continue to exploit the Continent by stealing resources that do not belong to them. Between 1958 and 1961, the
French colonizers forced Francophone African countries to sign the Pact for the Continuation of Colonization. This requires African nations to
pay these colonizers funds to the tune of half a trillion dollars a year and trillions over the years.

Click on the above image to view Dr. Arikana's video
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Chaos as police clash with George
Floyd protesters at White House
By Ford Fischer, Z News Service, Inc.
Protesters threw fireworks, bricks and water bottles at police. Police used tear
gas, pepper spray and rubber bullets against the crowd. Chaos ensued outside the
White House Saturday night as anti-police brutality protesters fought with Secret
Service, Parks Police, and Military Police. This is the second night of rioting in
Washington D.C. in solidarity with protesters in Minneapolis.

Violence, arrests in New York
City amid wave of protests
By Ford Fischer, Z News Service, Inc.
The loudest and most repeated message in New York City’s protest was ‘No
justice, no peace.’ Protesters rallied in a number of cities nationwide. Thousands
of activists and protesters took to the streets of New York City on Friday to speak
out against police brutality and to show solidarity with George Floyd, the
Minneapolis man choked to death earlier this week.
Standing in solidarity with the protesters in the center of Foley Square was the
mother of Eric Garner, who died in New York in 2014 after being put in a police
choke hold. As the evening wore on, a second large protest began at the Barclays
Center in Brooklyn. Thousands gathered in front of the sports arena, many
clashing with officers who had set up barricades to prevent access to the site.
Police used their batons on protesters, making numerous arrests before the event
was over.
The protests in New York were just one among dozens of cities holding similar
rallies, and remained otherwise largely peaceful compared with Atlanta, Charlotte
or Minneapolis.

Arrests in DC as activists take to the
streets to support Minneapolis protesters
By Ford Fischer, Z News Service, Inc.
“Burn that flag,” chanted some participants as a group of young activists soaked
an American flag with lighter fluid and set it ablaze.
Multiple arrests occurred as hundreds of activists marched throughout
Washington D.C. for George Floyd and his supporters Friday evening.
Protesters began about a mile north of the White House. When they arrived at
Lafayette Square, a public park directly across the street from the White House
and a common protest spot, at least one activist was hurt and arrested.
At least one additional arrest occurred as activists tore down barricades dividing
the White House and Lafayette Square. The hundreds of participants ultimately
marched to the Capitol, where another confrontation occurred with police.
George Floyd, a 46-year-old black man, was allegedly killed by Derek Chauvin, a
white police officer, in Minneapolis Monday.Chauvin was charged Friday with
third-degree murder and manslaughter after three nights of rioting burned down
and looted dozens of buildings in Minneapolis.
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Second night of Minneapolis anti-police
protests following George Floyd's death
By Chris Juhn, Z News Service, Inc.
Smoke billowed high over Minneapolis on Wednesday night as anti-police
protesters vented their anger over George Floyd's death with looting and arson.

Fires blaze and looters rampage during
second night of Minneapolis anti-police
protests following black man’s death
By Ford Fischer, Z News Service, Inc.
19-year police veteran Derek Chauvin is seen on video kneeling on forgery suspect
George Floyd’s neck for nearly 9 minutes. Chauvin was a 19-year police veteran
whose career has been pockmarked with other allegations of excessive force
including three shootings. One was fatal.As his past percolated through local and
national news media, the protests turned more violent.
Fires consumed an auto parts store, a Wendy’s restaurants and an affordable
housing complex that was expected to house hundreds. Sprinkler systems saved
at least two grocery stores from burning to the ground, but other businesses were
at the mercy of the flames.Looters stripped bare what wasn’t consumed by fire,
laying waste to both corner shope and cavernous Target stores. Reports
circulated of business owners pacing rooftops with loaded shotguns.
Some protesters made their way to Chauvin’s home on Wednesday, scrawling the
word “murderer” on his driveway in chalk.Others wrote “I can’t breathe” in red
spray paint, the words Floyd is heard saying on the video of his last conscious
moments.

Tear gas flies as Minneapolis rioters
protest death of George Floyd in police
custody
By Chris Juhn, Z News Service, Inc.
George Floyd died Monday after his arrest outside Cup Foods, a Minneapolis
restaurant that reported a customer who paid for a meal with a counterfeit $20
bill.
Widely circulated videos of the incident show a handcuffed Floyd on the ground
with a white officer’s knee on the back of his neck, his pleas for help ignored. “I
can’t breathe,” Floyd told the officer. The 46-year-old man died later at the
Hennepin County Medical Center.
Thousands of protesters descended on a police precinct a day later. Some spraypainted patrol cars, slashed tires and broke windows.
Police responded with tear gas canisters after the crowd broke through the gate
that protected more vehicles. The standoff lasted until 5:00 a.m., with
demonstrators hurling bricks and other objects at police.
Protesters had walked more than 2 miles from Cup Foods, organized by activists
who would later try to keep the march peaceful.
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Juneteenth
Juneteenth is the oldest Black American holiday. It began on June 19, 1865, when
the slaves learned of the Emancipation Proclamation, an executive order issued by
President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, proclaiming the freedom of slaves
in 10 states.
Since then, Blacks have gathered every year to celebrate this special holiday, now
known as Juneteenth. Because this holiday represented what the Fourth of July
meant to Americans, Black Americans celebrated Juneteenth in much the same
way the Fourth of July was celebrated. Parades were held. Speeches were made.
Games were played. Special food was served.
Juneteenth officially began with a parade. Brass bands led the procession,
followed by Blacks who had once been enslaved. After the parade, people
gathered to hear the reading of the Emancipation Proclamation and General
Order #3. Speeches were made and prayer services were held. Freedom Songs,
such as “Free at Last” and patriotic songs, such as “The Star Spangled Banner”
were sung.
The American flag was seen everywhere decorating floats and grandstands.
People were proud to be free, American citizens. Former President Barack Obama
did not support any legislation to make Juneteenth a national holiday.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

National Black Music
Month
National Black Music Month is a celebration for African
American Music every year in the month of June in the United
States. Jazz is African American Classical Music, created from the
hearts, lives and souls of black folks who arrived in America in the
belly of slave ships. The preservation of our unique African
American jazz music legacy is what National Black Music Month
and the celebration of Juneteenth is all about.
Jazz had been stolen by the other communities to mean
“American Jazz”, leaving out our African jazz legacy as the
creators of the art form. So, those of us who are aware of this use
the term “JUNETEENTH JAZZ” to define the experience of an
African people who went from enslavement to freedom in
America and created a unique improvisational creative spiritual
music expression out of the black experience. Jazz is now defined
as an American art form, leaving the African American roots of
the creation of the music out.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Liberation Flag
Red represents blood that unites all people of African ancestry
and the blood shed for freedom. Green represents the land,
abundant wealth, and natural resources of Africa. Black
represents the people of African descent.
It was designed by Marcus Garvey and is also called the PanAfrican flag. Many conscious African Americans display the
Liberation Flag during the commemoration of Juneteenth.
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Proclamation on National Caribbean-American
Heritage Month, 2020
Issued on: May 29, 2020

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------From America’s earliest days, Caribbean Americans have contributed to the success, spirit, and character of our Nation. For generations, their skills,
knowledge, innovation, and initiative have enhanced and advanced many aspects of our society. During National Caribbean-American Heritage
Month, we celebrate the rich history and vibrant culture of the more than 4 million Americans with origins in the Caribbean.
Caribbean Americans have helped improve our Nation by leading communities, advancing science and medicine, and advocating for the common
good. We are especially grateful for the Caribbean-American men and women who proudly wear our Nation’s uniform as members of the Armed
Forces and those serving as first responders, medical professionals, and other essential personnel on the front lines in the fight against the
coronavirus. Our Nation is safer, stronger, and healthier because of their service and sacrifices.
Caribbean Americans have also left indelible marks on American culture. Roberto Clemente, a native of Puerto Rico and legendary baseball player, is
one of many shining examples. He not only had a stunning Hall of Fame baseball career, but he also dutifully served our Nation as a member of the
United States Marine Corps Reserve for 6 years and served others throughout his life with profound care and compassion. Like so many other
Caribbean Americans, he continues to inspire us today and remind us of the strong connection the United States will always have with the Caribbean
region.
The United States is also the primary trading partner for the Caribbean nations that make up our Nation’s “third border.” The Administration is
dedicated to maintaining and strengthening our partnerships within the Caribbean regions, which are forged through bonds of friendship, diplomacy,
and a shared commitment to democratic principles.
We will continue strategic engagement in the areas of human rights, maritime security, crime prevention and interdiction, education, health, energy,
economic growth, and disaster recovery and relief. Stability in the Caribbean — achieved through increased trade, job creation and investment, and
efforts to counter organized crime and illicit trafficking — ensures a more secure, prosperous United States.
This month, we pay tribute to Caribbean Americans for all they have done to drive our country forward. NOW, THEREFORE, the President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority of the Constitution and the laws of the United States, does hereby proclaim June 2020 as National
Caribbean-American Heritage Month.
Americans are encouraged to join in celebrating the history, culture, and achievements of Caribbean Americans with appropriate ceremonies and
activities. IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this twenty-ninth day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and forty-fourth.
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World Sickle Cell Day
Through advocacy of the Sickle Cell Disease International Organization (SCDIO),
the support of the Republic of Congo and the Republic of Senegal, and the
commitment in the scientific world, the African Union (in 2005), the UNESCO
(2005), WHO (2006), and the United Nations (2008) recognized sickle cell disease
as a public health priority.
June 19th, has been chosen to celebrate every year the World Sickle Cell Day in
order to raise awareness of the disease in the world. Important frameworks for
cooperation and partnership, these recognitions should lead to more concrete
actions and are to be supported by strengthened partnerships at national,
regional and international levels. Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) is the most frequent
genetic disease worldwide.
It is present on four continents: in sub-Saharan Africa and in the Maghrib, in Asia
(Middle-East, Arabic peninsula, India), in the Americas, on the North (USA),
Central (Guatemala, Caribbean islands), and on the South (Brazil, Surinam,
Guiana), in Southern Europe (Southern Italy and Sicily, Greece, Turkey). It is
estimated that 500,000 are born every year with this severe and invalidating
condition and that 50% of them will die before the age of 5 years. SCD is also
trans-ethnic and affects black populations from African origin and Arabic, Indian
and Caucasian populations from Southern Europe.
For more information: www.worldsicklecellday.webs.com

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

National Juneteenth
Observance Foundation
National Juneteenth Observance Foundation seeks to have Juneteenth
Independence Day recognized as the National Holiday of Reconciliation and
Healing on June 19 in order to complete the cycle of Freedom.
Its overall goal is to pass a Bill in the U.S. Congress that recognizes Juneteenth,
June 19th as a national holiday. Its mission is to promote initiatives that create
opportunities for individuals and families to improve their lives.
For more information, please contact Mr. John Thompson, Chairman of the NJOF
Board of Directors at 909-258-7650.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------No Justice! No Peace!
No Racist Police! No Corruption!
As an activist, Dr. Myers was the founder and president of the following:
The National Juneteenth Observance Foundation.
Creator of the National Juneteenth Jazz presenters.
National Juneteenth Medical Commission.
Black Doctors Matter.
World Day of Reconciliation and Healing from the legacy of Enslavement,
observed on August 20.
The National Juneteenth Christian Leadership Council.
The American Pain Institute.

Father of Juneteenth
Photo: Dr. Ronald Myers
February 29, 1956 - September 7, 2018
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Juneteenth 101: Popular Myths and
Forgotten Facts, by Donald J. Norman-Cox
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Juneteenth is arguably the most celebrated observance of emancipation in the United States. To date, only three states have not implemented some form of
recognition, those being Hawaii and both Dakotas. But even in those states, municipal and private celebrations occur.
Despite broad public support, Juneteenth’s origin is shrouded in myths and incorrect folklore. The book “Juneteenth 101: Popular Myths and Forgotten Facts”
by Donald J. Norman-Cox analyzes the most popular myths.
More than a thousand military records and newspaper articles from the 1860’s were reviewed to determine several questions, including: what happened in
Galveston on June 19, 1865; how did it happen; and who was involved?
The findings support numerous facts occasionally mentioned by history scholars, but generally unknown to non-historians. The most significant question
was why did it take so long for enslaved Africans in Texas to be freed. The book insist that not knowing about the Proclamation was not a contributing
factor.
The first announcement of Lincoln’s proclamation appeared Texas newspapers ten days before Lincoln issued it.
For nay-sayers, a copy of that announcement is featured in the book. Additionally, the book offers a list of 125 additional discussions of the proclamation
published in Texas long before June 1865. Others rarely acknowledged facts contributing to the delayed emancipation are also presented. Here are a few:
1) The 1861 Texas constitution outlawed emancipation.
2) After the war, some slave owners held out for federal compensation.
3) The legality of the proclamation was in question.
The only other factor that receives significant recognition was the Union army’s inability to enforce the proclamation prior to the Civil War’s end. Juneteenth
101 suggests numerous myths have evolved from a general misinterpretation of General Order #3. The most common belief is that Gen. Gordon Granger was
delivering breaking news to enslaved Africans in Texas. The author argues that explanation is incorrect.
Cox claims General Order #3 translates to, “Let them go. See what happens if you don’t.” Furthermore, the message was about the enslaved community, not
necessary to them. Enslaved people could not emancipate themselves. That was called running away. Their owners had to free them.
Where and how the announcement was made is discussed with as much detail as possible. While the location of the announcement is documented, how it
occurred is a bit nebulous. In turn, over time, the story has morphed primarily due to assumption and conjecture. This book proposes an idea that directly
counters popular belief. It claims Granger authored General Order #3, but he did not personally issue it.
“I believe the announcement was initially read and posted to a wall by Major Emory,” Cox explains. “Emory signed General Orders 3 – 5. He did not sign
Orders 1 and 2. I content that’s because he personally issued 1 & 2, but not 3 – 5. If he had personally issued 3 – 5, there would be no reason for Emory to
sign it.” That theory is supported by the phrase, “by order of” which concludes orders 3 - 5.
Juneteenth is not the only topic discussed in the book. Attention is also given to the celebration’s predecessor – an unintended Texas emancipation event
titled The Runaway Scrape. Three decades prior to Juneteenth, a significant number of enslaved Africans were released in Texas when a rumor quickly
spread among White people causing them to suddenly bolt toward the United States. In their haste, they left their chattel, many of whom ran the opposite
direction. The total number of people who escaped is unknown. Nor is it documented that everyone was recaptured.
“We can only assume and hope that some of them found their way to freedom.” Juneteenth 101: Popular Myths and Forgotten Facts was based on scholarly
research but is targeted to non-historians. Humor and graphics are plentiful. Numerous legal quotes are translated into “Ray-Ray speak.” All of that
combines to make the topic palatable for all age groups. The 222 page paperback book is available at amazon.com and at selected museum gift shops in
Texas.
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Beyond the Rhetoric
- Harry C. Alford & Kay DeBow

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Throughout the history of the world there have been attempts to destroy, alter or maim a group’s belief in God. That is One God or monotheism. It
was over 4,000 years ago when Pharaoh decided he would destroy the Hebrews’ belief in One God. You can take history from there and bring it up
to 1776 – the founding of the United States of America.
Religion is so important that our forefathers made it Number One on the listing of our Bill of Rights. Even today we have challenges. Currently,
there is the ruse of the COVID-19 pandemic which is a highly contagious virus and can be transmitted from human to human or from surfaces that
have been contaminated. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends social distancing, wearing a mask, and washing hands
frequently. There are governors who want to stop our churches from assembling one day a week and other special events.
They are threatening our religious leaders with jail, fines, and other forms of punishment. They claim that church meetings are not “essential,” and
parishioners must not form in clusters that will spread COVID-19. Liquor stores, supermarkets and home stores are exempt from the ban but not a
holy congregation – how ironic? It has totally gotten out of hand.
Recently, President Trump has gotten into the fray. He claims that he will challenge any state government or other governing bodies if they try to
enforce a ban on church meetings, events, and days of worship. Why are they doing this? Church organizations can become powerful as they rally
around a common belief and worship a higher authority than a group of people.
People are indeed empowered when they truly believe that God is on their side and will protect them from the evil in the world. That is what we
had before today. In the early days of the American Holocaust (slavery) the slaveholders would put up false gods before us and would instill
patience in a better life after death. Times have changed and now we want it now because we believe in a Living God – not one to come after death.
The topic is entering the Presidential debate and we say BRING IT ON!
The days of attacking Black religious institutions is over. They can burn down a hundred of our places of worship, but we will not back down.
VICTORY IS OURS SAYETH THE LORD! Times have changed and the new day is fresh and will be most powerful around the world. The key to this
matter is that we are organized and will fight back. Never have the worldwide evangelists been so dumbfounded. The new day is fresh and glorious.
Organization and communication are power and will defeat the old establishment.
Politicians fear this power and will make the old political ways be pushed aside. Ironically, politicians embrace churches during election time, they
cannot wait to be seen with a Bible and hymnal rubbing shoulders with worshipers. But today they want the churches shuttered. It’s a desperate
power move. They hope to plant fear into the ministers and church officers and let the political entities have their way and favor.
A church in Mississippi burned down last week and the incident is now being investigated as arson; the Marshall County Sheriff’s Office confirmed
to CBS News. First Pentecostal Church in Holly Springs had previously defied stay-at-home orders to open for services, and the church even sued
the city of Holly Springs for trying to shut down a Bible study gathering.
Investigators said they found graffiti on the church property reading: “Bet you stay home now you hypocrites. (sic)” Their worship service on Easter
Sunday was interrupted by police even though they were social distancing. A group of the parishioners went to Walmart to make a point. No
problem. The virus does not care whether it is a store or a church. The church is now suing the city of Holly Springs.
A Baltimore pastor ripped up his cease and desist order in the middle of service and was given a $5,000 fine. The church was in compliance with
Governor Hogan’s guidelines but was not in compliance with the Baltimore County Health Department rules according to Foxnews.- com. In
Florida, Governor DeSantis designated religious services as “essential activities.” “I don’t think the government has the authority to close a church.
I’m certainly not going to do that,” DeSantis said.
If we can go to Walmart and wear a mask, then we should be able to do the same at church.
Mr. Harry C. Alford is the Co-Founder, President/CEO of the National Black Chamber of Commerce ®.
Ms. DeBow is the Co-Founder, Executive Vice President of the Chamber.
Website: www.nationalbcc.org Emails: halford@nationalbcc.org kdebow@nationalbcc.org.
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A Silver Lining to a Slap in the Face
- Dr. Julianne Malveaux

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The President of the United States hit a new low when he used the military to clear DC's Lafayette Park of citizens. They were exercising their
First Amendment rights of speech and assembly while the president was exhibiting a chest-thumping use of force. He brandished a Bible,
something which he seems not to have read. That was his low, and he got even worse in his offensive rhetoric, especially about the murder of
George Floyd and the protests of police brutality. He stooped even lower and illustrated his infamous racial insensitivity when his campaign
announced that he would have his first rally since the coronavirus shutdown the nation in Tulsa, Oklahoma, on Juneteenth. June 19, 1865, was
the day when enslaved people in Texas, the last enslaved Black people in the nation, learned that they were free. The Emancipation
Proclamation was on January 1, 1863, but Black folk didn't learn of their freedom until two years later.
Choosing to have his first campaign rally in Tulsa on Juneteenth is a slap in the face to Black Americans. Juneteenth is a celebratory day, but
there is nothing to celebrate when our bigoted President co-opts our holiday for a cheap political stunt. The Divider-in-Chief will supposedly
deliver a message of “racial conciliation” in Tulsa, a site known for white hate and economic envy that left hundreds dead and thousands
homeless. I’m not sure he can deliver such a message, especially when he recently said that issues of prejudice and bigotry could be solved
"quickly and easily."
The Tulsa Massacre of 1921 took place when armed white people swarmed Greenwood, an affluent Black area of Tulsa. They looted houses, then
burned them, dripping with economic envy. A gubernatorial commission concluded that the cause of the Massacre was "too many n-—s" having
too much money. “
Money wasn't the only thing the Black people of Tulsa had. They also had an unwavering sense of self-determination and pride. When
segregation excluded Black residents from libraries, wealthy Tulsans built their own. Black people had pharmacies, hospitals, grocery and
department stores, theatres, churches (one was torched in the Massacre), and schools. You could find the same professionals in Greenwood as
you could in "white” Tulsa – physicians, attorneys, teachers, entrepreneurs, and more. This thriving Black community was threatening to
whites, who were heavily invested in the myth of white superiority. While Greenwood thrived, envious white folks plotted and, according to Dr.
Olivia Hooker, a Tulsa survivor who died in 2018, stockpiled guns, waiting for an excuse to attack.
When 19-year-old Dick Rowland jostled 17-year-old Sarah Page in an elevator, whites were ready. They threatened to lynch Rowland, and then
when armed Black men said they would prevent a lynching, it was on. Whites swarmed Greenwood, burning, killing, destroying a symbol of
Black pride and entrepreneurial capacity. The people who lost their property were never made whole. Those who had insurance found their
claims denied. The white mob responsible for the destruction went mostly unpunished, reinforcing the notion that you could terrorize Black
people, destroy their property, and suffer no consequences.We have a president who insults Black people and experiences no consequences, a
president so unabashedly racist in his words, now piles on with his Juneteenth and antics. His press secretary said Juneteenth is a "very
meaningful day for him." Really? The same president who thought, just three years ago, that Frederick Douglass was still alive, has now
developed some knowledge and empathy for Black history, empathetic to instances of systemic racism?
While I am repulsed by the president’s decision to go to Tulsa on Juneteenth, there is a silver lining to his cluelessness. The day after his
announcement, there was massive news coverage about Trump's disgusting decision, and accompanying robust commentary. White Americans
don’t know much about Black history, but neither do many Black folks. If you didn’t know about Juneteenth and the Tulsa Massacre before, you
surely know about it now. The president’s ill-advised decision has increased awareness about a chapter in Black history that too many want to
deny. The destruction of Greenwood, a thriving Black community, because of jealousy and malice is one of the many reasons the demand for
reparations is a solid one.
45 walks around with his foot in his mouth; his actions and comments after the George Floyd murder protests are clear examples. But the
celebration of Juneteenth and the horrors of the Tulsa Massacre are not taught in standard history books and not well known outside the Black
community. Thanks to Trump, these incidents are better known. Every slap has a silver lining.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dr. Julianne Malveaux, Economist and Author, President, Economic Education.
For more information please visit www.juliannemalveaux.com or email at booking@juliannemalveaux.com
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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E D U C A T I O N
Bethune-Cookman University | 640 Mary McLeod Bethune Blvd., Daytona Beach, FL 32114

Remembering our Founder Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune as she represents a life
well lived, forging opportunities for young people across the country.
Excerpt from Dr. Bethune’s Last Will & Testament:
“Sometimes I ask myself if I have any other legacy to leave. Truly, my worldly
possessions are few. Yet, my experiences have been rich. From them, I have
distilled principles and policies in which I believe firmly, for they represent the
meaning of my life's work. They are the products of much sweat and
sorrow. Perhaps in them there is something of value. So, as my life draws to a
close, I will pass them on to Negroes everywhere in the hope that an old woman's
philosophy may give them inspiration. Here, then is my legacy.”
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As MLK asked in 1967, Where Do We Go
from Here: Community or Chaos?
By Charlene Crowell
The nationwide protests against the heinous killing of George Floyd by a
Minneapolis policeman, is reminiscent of the 1960s era of turmoil and voices that
fervently called for social and economic justice. Today’s turbulent times seem that
history is repeating itself.
In addition to George Floyd, recent tragedies took the lives of a Black Louisville
EMT in the middle of the night while she was asleep in her own bed. In another
fatal incident, a young Black Georgia man jogging in daylight was shot dead. None
of these three unarmed people deserved to die violently.
For Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a book begun in 1966 while he was living in a
Chicago tenement reflected similar chaotic challenges against a backdrop of
seething racial resentments. Published the following year and entitled, Where Do
We Go from Here: Community or Chaos?”, Dr. King drew upon his
visits to cities across the nation to pen how substandard housing, failing
schools, a dearth of job opportunities, and a myriad of other ills erupted into
bloody riots.
Then and today, violence is broadly condemned, but there still seems to be little
concern or justification for the resulting backlash of militarized communities, or a
president who has yet to grasp that Black lives matter. So once again, the
question, “Where do we go from here?” is both timely and poignant.
For more than 386 organizations, a written appeal to congressional leaders noted
that over the past year, more than 1,000 people were shot and killed by police.
Facilitated by the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights and led by
the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, the June 1 letter called on Congress to “rectify
these structural wrongs through legislation before another Black life is needlessly
lost.”
But police violence is not the only problem that needs to be eradicated. People
who riot are usually those who have no hope. The most dangerous person is not
the one who lost a job, but rather the one who has no hope that another can be
found.
Since March, 40 million people have sought unemployment benefits. This
monumental surge has exceeded states’ technological capacity to swiftly process
these claims, resulting in multiple attempts to use online systems and lengthy
waits, often 30 days or more. Although federal stimulus checks were intended to
provide a much-needed cash infusion, many consumers were forced to endure
another lengthy wait for this benefit.
Further, America’s legion of working poor often holds multiple jobs
because stagnant low wages have failed to keep pace with the rising cost of
living. Today’s federal minimum wage is still $7.25 an hour. In many cases,
these are the same workers who walk or rely upon public transit where available
to reach their places of employment.
Continued...
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Similarly, the Department of Justice under the current administration, has not
pursued cases of discrimination. Where former Attorney General Eric Holder
went to Ferguson, Missouri to find out first-hand that community’s racial tensions
in policing, current Attorney General William Barr has been conspicuously silent
and invisible.
Under the current administration, regulations that held illegal businesses
accountable for financial exploitation have been removed or weakened. The
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), created to be the consumer’s
financial watchdog in the marketplace, has consistently acted in the interest of
businesses instead of people, holding that consumer information – not protection
or enforcement - is their watchword.
Additionally, the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency recently followed
through with its plan to dramatically overhaul the Community Reinvestment Act,
which will cause further financial harms to low-to-moderate income families and
communities of color.
The onus for achieving financial fairness rightfully rests with government.
Consumers who have been victimized by profiteers should not be asked to
conduct their own investigations and have no standing to prosecute whatever
they might discover.
All governments – federal, state, and municipal - need to do their jobs. At the
same time, leaders in business and commerce have a role to play as well:
advocating and ensuring that all consumers, regardless of race, have access to the
credit they deserve. Just as the Federal Reserve took decisive action to support
corporate and investor interests, working families are equally deserving of a
governmental champion to unclog the blocks on benefits, loans and grants.
Right now, not sometime in the future, Black businesses need ready
access to available grant aid and credit through mainstream lending.
Fortunately, in this market, there seems to be a window of opportunity for real
change.
Already a coalition of civil rights advocates that include the NAACP,
Unidos, and CRL appealed to Congress to fix the Paycheck Protection Program by
streamlining loan forgiveness for small loans and ensuring both reporting and
data transparency. In addition, and to assist the very smallest businesses, the
coalition supports instituting a minimum loan origination fee.
Now, while the nation awaits additional Congressional
action, several major bank CEOs have begun speaking out about racism and their
respective plans to ensure that institutionally, their operations can eliminate
discrimination. But to date, there has been no large-scale or long-term banking
program that offers the financial heft to effectively address the lack of
credit – even as the Black homeownership rate remains at 42%.
Continued...

14

29th Anniversary Special Edition
As MLK asked in 1967, Where Do We Go
from Here: Community or Chaos?
By Charlene Crowell
It should also be noted that these workers comprise many of those who have not
had the option of working from home during the COVID-19 pandemic. Often,
many who were forced to work during the pandemic have not been financially
compensated with hazard pay while working during the public health crisis.
While these Americans jeopardize the health of themselves and their families,
Congress continues to brush aside attempts to raise the minimum wage, or fund
infrastructure that could create jobs while improving transit, roads and bridges.
By contrast, investment and corporate interests have seen swift governmental
adjustments. Several moneyed interests received significant funds through the
Paycheck Protection Program, even as many small businesses - particularly
owned by Blacks and Latinos – struggled to access the aid. After the public outcry,
the Treasury Department publicly called for approved multi-million- dollar loans
be returned. The Federal Reserve also took a previously unused action of buying
corporate debt, ultimately saving the firms billions in borrowing costs.
Over the years, this column has reported on racial disparities in home ownership,
family wealth, the lack of access to affordable credit, and the pattern of alternative
financial services preying upon communities of color by charging triple-digit
interest rates on small-dollar loans. Sadly, during the pandemic, this financial
exploitation has persisted and falls on those hardest-hit with job losses, illnesses,
and loss of life.
For example, as many low-income people and especially those of color realized
that competitive jobs markets essentially required skills and training to access
gainful employment, millions were snookered into enrolling in costly for-profit
colleges that failed to deliver the training or credentials necessary to live
financially independent lives. With low graduation rates, many of these former
students incurred deep debt without the requisite skills nor a degree that enable
them to secure employment with adequate wages to repay their loans. Just as
after the Great Recession, emerging signs indicate that this industry will once
again achieve explosive growth in the midst of widespread economic insecurity.
Despite recent and bipartisan support in Congress, the Trump Administration
again chose to shield predatory for-profit institutions at the expense of students
and taxpayers. Last week, the Administration vetoed a recent measure to overturn
a 2019 rule that would weaken accountability for these institutions. This action
also prevents defrauded students from access to financial relief. The 2019 rule
overhauled a previous one adopted during the Obama Administration that
ensured direct and corrective response to release former for-profit students from
the educational debts incurred by false promises.
“If Congress doesn’t override the President’s veto,” noted Ashley Harrington,
Federal Advocacy Director and Senior Counsel with the Center for Responsible
Lending (CRL), “Secretary DeVos’ 2019 harmful Borrower Defense Rule will go into
effect this summer making it nearly impossible for future defrauded students to
access relief and taxpayers to recoup their wasted and misused dollars.”
Continued...

15

29th Anniversary Special Edition
As MLK asked in 1967, Where Do We Go
from Here: Community or Chaos?
By Charlene Crowell
As Dr. King wrote, “We need the vision to see in this generation’s ordeals the
opportunity to transfigure both ourselves and American society…Let us be those
creative dissenters who will call our beloved nation to a higher destiny…to a new
plateau of compassion, to a more noble expression of humanness.”
Amen, Dr. King.
###
Charlene Crowell is a senior fellow with the Center for Responsible Lending. She
can be reached at Charlene.crowell@responsiblelending.org.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Founder, Publisher and CEO
Dr. James Tucker
Contact us at 719.528.1954
james.tucker@africanamericanvoice.net
Graphic Designer: Samuel Adams
Webmaster: Reggie Watson
Associate Publisher
Undray Tucker
Columnists:
Harry C. Alford and Kay DeBow
Charlene Crowell
Julianne Malveaux
Ford Fisher, Z News Services
Chris Juhn, Z News Service
Donald J. Norman-Cox
The African American Voice is published monthly by The African American Voice Newspaper, Inc. The
contents of this publication are copyrighted by The African American Voice Newspaper, Inc. Reproductions
or use of content in any manner is prohibited without prior written consent.

The Black Press Creed
The Black Press believes that America can best lead the world away from racial and national antagonism
when it affords to all people – regardless of race, color or creed – their human and legal rights. Hating no
person and fearing no person, the Black Press strives to help every person in the firm belief that all are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

16

